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‘Beowulf and the Wrath of God’
A research talk by Prof. Francis Leneghan (University of Oxford)
Wednesday 22 November, 5.15pm, in-person attendance
School of English (Castle House / Kennedy Hall), The Scores, KY16 9AR
Room to be confirmed, but likely to be Lawson Seminar Room
The talk will be followed by drinks and a restaurant meal. If you would like to join the speaker and others for dinner, please email cr30@st-andrews.ac.uk
Overnight accommodation can be provided for those from outside St Andrews. 
Abstract: ‘’This paper will argue that Beowulf’s anger is not only a form of furor heroicus (“heroic anger”) but also a manifestation of the wrath of God. Through comparison with Genesis A and other Old English biblical poems, as well as biblical and apocryphal sources, I will demonstrate that the Fall of the Angels provides an important mythical context for Beowulf’s first two monster-fights. Countering arguments that Beowulf is a flawed or even failed hero, I will propose that when read in the light of Old English biblical poetry, Beowulf is a righteous avenger whose anger is controlled and directed against evil’’.
Image source: ‘Wrath strikes at Patience with a Sword’, Prudentius, Psychomachia, Cambridge Corpus Christi College 23, 10r; s.x2 or x ex. or xi. in (Canterbury? SW England?)
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