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•  Tom Elsden and his partner Cara Fraser on the birth of their son, Jasper Elsden Fraser on 11th November (and congratulations to Jon on becoming an uncle!). Everyone’s doing well, and you may see a tired looking Tom walking the corridors again soon!
• Chris Sutherland who has been awarded a £4.1M grant from the Natural Environment Research Council to lead an interdisciplinary project NETGAIN to develop the science and practice of nature markets for a net positive future. The project involves the Universities of St Andrews, Aberdeen, Durham, and Glasgow and will provide funding for some 36 PhD studentships across these universities, and engage with over 60 external partners from research, policy, economics, and consulting. The programme will recruit and train multidisciplinary practitioners equipped to contribute effective, evidence-based solutions to address the world’s most urgent environmental challenges.
•  Russell Campbell on successfully defending his PhD thesis entitled ‘Melt pond drainage through Arctic sea ice’ on 19th November. 
•  Mark Chaplain on being formally elected President Elect of the London Mathematical Society. He will take up office as LMS President in November 2025. 			
Farewell and Best Wishes to ...
•  Alex Stewart who will leave at the end of December after four years with us to join the Luddy School of Informatics, Computing and Engineering at Indiana University Bloomington, USA.
•  Elham Mirfarah who is leaving to take up a permanent Lectureship in the School of Mathematics at the University of Leeds having joined us in February 2023.
•  Olivia Bell who is moving to a permanent position in the School of Biology having been part of our Teaching Admin Team since April this year.
Welcome to ...
•  Josh Shelton as a Lecturer in Fluid Dynamics. Josh took his PhD at the University of Bath where he continued as an EPSRC Doctoral Prize Fellow before joining us in St Andrews.  
Visitors
• In November, Alexander Russell hosted Dr Graham Kerr (NASA) and Dr Vanessa Polito (Lockheed Martin) for a one-week research visit. They worked on a long-standing collaboration on energy transport by MHD waves in solar flares and flare observations from the Hinode and IRIS spacecraft.
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Conferences, Talks and Visits
•  On 28-29th November, a workshop OncoMath at 60: Celebrating Mark Chaplain’s Milestone Birthday brought 35 participants to St Andrews for two days of mathematical oncology. Along with a range of scientific talks and discussion, there were many anecdotes about Mark over the years from his long-standing collaborators, with photos to go along with them. It was a very successful workshop and a successful celebration of the work Mark has inspired over his research career so far. 
•  Mark Chaplain gave a seminar ‘Mechanical models of pattern and form in biological tissues: The role of stress–strain constitutive equations’ at Glasgow University on 10th October and again at Liverpool University (via Zoom) on 16th October. Mark was a member of an external academic review committee at the University of Notre Dame, Indiana from 17-19th November, where he also gave a seminar ‘The art of cancer modelling’ on 20th November. He spoke on the same topic at the Oxford Mathematical Institute on 5th December.
•  David Dritschel was the guest lecturer at the 24th Fluid Dynamics in Earth and Planetary Sciences (FDEPS) workshop held in Kyoto from 26-29th November, see website. David delivered 5 three-hour talks on aspects of vortex dynamics in geophysical flows, and a two-hour seminar on jet stream formation in planetary atmospheres. On 5th December he presented a two-hour seminar on the dynamics of vorticity interfaces at the Research Institute for Mathematical Sciences in Kyoto.
[image: David Rees Jones in artic conditions in Ottawa]•  Thomas Neukirch visited the Lehrstuhl für Theoretische Physik IV at his alma mater, the Ruhr-Universität Bochum (RUB), Germany, on 9-10th December. He gave an invited talk in the Physikalisches Kolloquium of the Fakultät für Physik and Astronomie in honour of his late PhD supervisor Karl Schindler, who died aged 92 in December 2023. He also had research discussions with colleagues there. 
•  David Rees Jones attended the Canada-Inuit Nunangat-United Kingdom Arctic Research Programme (CINUK) third Annual Science Meeting in Ottawa, Canada. He presented a poster on ‘Modelling melt pond drainage through Arctic sea ice’. Conditions were appropriate for the occasion with a good amount of snow and ice around.			 	       Artic research conditions in Ottawa
•  On 20th November, Irene Kyza gave an invited talk at the Imperial-UCL Numerics seminar and had a nice interaction with colleagues and PhD students in Numerical Analysis group from UCL and Imperial. The format is that first there is a 45 minute early career talk (by PhD students) followed by an invited talk.
•  Giusi Capobianco, Violeta Lopez, and Thibault Poiret attended an LMS meeting on Tropical Mathematics and its Applications at Queen Mary University of London on 13th November.
•  On 12th November, Rosemary Bailey and Peter Cameron attended a one-day workshop at Cancer Research UK in Cambridge in celebration of medical statistician Peter Armitage, who died in early 2024 in his hundredth year. As well as celebrating his influential work on the design and analysis of clinical trials, all of the speakers said what a good human being he was. On 26th November Rosemary and Peter gave their second joint talk in the Urals Workshop on Group Theory and Combinatorics in Yekaterinburg, Russia on ‘Designs on Strongly Regular Graphs’.
•  On 20th November, Peter Cameron gave a remote talk in the Combinatorics, Probability and Representation Theory seminar at IIT Madras in Chennai, India, on ‘The ADE affair’.
• Martyn Quick visited the University of Lincoln from 11th-22nd November to work with Simon Smith. Whilst there he gave a seminar titled ‘Type systems and maximal subgroups in Thompson’s group V’.
•  On 11th November, Victoria Ironmonger gave a talk in the Keele Discrete Mathematics Seminar Series entitled ‘Well quasi-order for equivalence relations and permutations under the consecutive order’.  The following day she attended the first day of the Liverpool Discrete Mathematics Colloquium.
•  From 3rd-6th December, Jung Won Cho (Cho) visited Victoria Gould and Craig Miller at the University of York to work on the Howson property of inverse semigroups and semigroup presentations.
•  Scott Harper gave the London Algebra Colloquium at Imperial College on 14th November and the Algebra Seminar at Manchester University on 26th November, on ‘Coverings of finite groups and derangements’. He was astounded to discover that the London Algebra Colloquium have complete records of their 1500+ talks going back around 75 years.
•  Colva Roney-Dougal gave a colloquium at the University of Denver on 15th November and then in somewhat warmer conditions gave one at the University of Florida on 18th November. She also gave a talk in memory of Richard Parker at the Nikolausconference in Aachen on December 7th.
[image: /Users/kenfalconer/Desktop/Dec24/Screenshot 2024-12-09 at 20.43.49.jpg]•  Deborah Kent organised a workshop A Global History of Eclipse Reckoning at ICMS in Edinburgh from 18th-22nd November.  An international interdisciplinary cohort of scholars engaged in stimulating discussion, cultural exchange, and emerging collaborations. Deborah gave a talk titled ‘Towards a global history of the 1860 Total Solar Eclipse’. The programme included four early career speakers who began related research as Mathematics undergraduates at St Andrews: Yansong Li (’24), Megan Briers(’22), Joel Beckles (’25), Emma Baxter(’23). Megan and Emma presented work related to their current PhD projects at Max Planck Institute and Oxford, respectively, Joel and Yansong presented papers and Isobel Falconer also attended.       Yansong, Megan, Deborah, Joel and Emma
[image: /Users/kenfalconer/Desktop/Dec24/Screenshot 2024-12-10 at 19.58.03.jpg]•  Cornelia Oedekoven presented the new technology and software developments led by CREEM (including David Borchers and Hannah Worthington) at the Asiam Primate Symposium held in Medan, Indonesia during a special session to bring together gibbon conservation practitioners and those who offer technological solutions for gibbon monitoring.
•  On 27th November An De Orellana gave a talk ‘A new perspective on the Stein-Tomas Theorem’ in the One World Fractals seminar series.
• On 21st November, Rosemary Bailey gave an online lecture on ‘Design of experiments: An overview’ to statistics students in the University of Calgary, Canada.
•  Ben Baer visited the Department of Statistics and Data Science at Cornell University for the week of 1st October to collaborate with Marty Wells and Daniel Fink. Whilst there he picked up some of his favourite coffee beans from ‘Gimme!’ and they still taste excellent!
•  Antonia Wilmot-Smith, Sophie Huczynska and Isobel Falconer attended Glasgow University’s celebration of A Third of a Millenium of Glasgow Mathematics on 4th December. This marked the appointment of George Sinclair to the first Mathematics Professorship at Glasgow in 1691. Isobel gave a main lecture ‘George Sinclair and Mathematics in Scotland around 1690’.
•  Stefania Lisai presented her work with Shayo Olukoya and Jonah Klowss over the summer on an undergraduate STEP project building a website of resources on ‘Decolonising Mathematics’ to an online meeting of the History for Diversity in Mathematics network on 10th December, where it met with a great deal of interest.
•  On 28th November the School hosted a talk ‘Careers in Data Science and AI’, with a speaker from the Alan Turing Institute and a focus on data science careers in government, academia, defence and national security. It was attended by around 55 students.
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Description automatically generated]Caption Competition
•  Suggestions for captions for this photo, taken at Mark’s Birthday Conference, should be sent to the Newsletter editor at maths-news@st-andrews.ac.uk The best captions may be included in the next Newsletter.
Future Events  
• There will be an afternoon of talks in the Scottish Dynamics Network in St Andrews on Friday 24th January 2025 with presentations by Riccardo Giannini (Glasgow), Tuomas Sahlsten (Helsinki) and Reem Yassawi (Queen Mary). All are welcome and further information can be found at https://sites.google.com/view/scottish-dynamics-network/home

Next Issue  
• The next edition of the School Newsletter will be circulated in January. Items may be sent to maths-news@st-andrews.ac.uk at any time but a reminder will be sent out a week before the deadline.
image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg
,_7. : 1 \ SYMPOSIUM

lemgm Harmony with Pr:matﬁ
i





image6.jpg




image1.jpeg
¥ + & & ¥ &+ &
> ¥ ¥ ¥ o o
"+4—+‘+-\'+++

T Ay o+ o4




image2.jpeg




